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MEETING OF HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The Association of Consul’ 
Medical Library held its po genet mcg Meeting 
on 26 October 1951. The morning session was held at the 
Army Medical Li » with afternoon and evening sessions 
at the Willard Hotel. ° 
The Association's President, Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, 
Brigadier General Silas B. Hays, Deputy Surgeon 


the Army, presented greetings from the Surgeon 
General's Office. In his remarks, 


Siiechae eaklectioan’ cat the consequent 
important question of the place of this ae 
ermental structure, which the 
ititaaih te o telus. I taiaeee tae abn of 
of the difficulties in this area. As I understand that 
Dr. Ravdin will speak to this point in the session 
afternoon, I will not indulge in needless elaboration of the 
subject here. 
*I would like to say only, in qutline, that the 
has seemed to resolve itself into whether or not Li- 
brary should remain under military jurisdiction, or whether 
it should be transferred Se eee 
Govermment. The Surgeon General has strongly supported the 
first alternative, and it is possible to say at this time 
that his position seems to have prevailed. It also seems 
probable that in maintaining the stewardship of the Library 
within the Department of Defense, the tional struc- 
ture of the Library will have to be and broadened, 
a ot t an Armed Forces Medical Library, with participa- 
tion by the o SS Ne ee ee a ae 
tang ty ge 
all position of the Li 
wale which otheruise 
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"The change in status of the Library to an Armed Forces 
Medical Library, if it is made, may well have some seco 
implications. These may extend to the structure of the Hon- 
orary Consultants, which came into being, as it were, at 
the instance of only one of the three Services. It is to b 
hoped that ways can be found for continuing the efforts of 
this distinguished group of friends of the Library, on som 
basis consonant with the change in Library organization." 

In his Presidential Remarks, Dr. Davison alluded fur. 
ther to the proposed change in status of the Library: 

“This is our eighth meeting and it is the 115th Anni- 
versary of the founding of the Army Medical Library.  Gen- 
eral Hays has hinted, and I am sure Dr. Ravdin, this after- 
noon, will discuss in more detail the proposals that this 
Library ] become the Armed Forces cal Library... As a 
result of this change, this may be the last meeting of the 
Association." Dr. Davison added that if the new status of 
the Library would bring the prospect of a new building 
closer to realization, he thought the Association should 
support the change; he asked that all members of the Asso- 
ciation continue their efforts to obtain for the Library a 
new =e that has a tight roof and is reasonably fire- 
proof." 

There followed some business matters: the approval of 
the minutes of the previous meet , the reading of the 
Treasurer's Report, and the election of Dr. Michael DeBakey 
as a member of the Executive Committee, replacing Dr. Regi- 
nald Fitz, whose term had expired. Colonel Harold W. Jones 
then read resolutions on the deaths of three Honorary Con- 
sultants, Major General Robert U. Patterson, Mr. Charles L, 
Frankenberger, and Dr. Herman L. Kretschmer. The Associa- 
tion directed that copies of the resolutions be sent to 
nembers of the bereaved families. 

Colonel Jones then read a paper entitled "Some Remarks 
on the Origin of our Association." He recalled that the 
first Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library had 
been the late Sir Humphrey Davy Rolleston, who had been 
appointed on the occasion of the Library's centennial cele- 
bration in 1936. The idea of an Association of Honorary 
Consultants had develo gradually from that point, final- 
ly crystallizing in 1943. 

A series of three papers dealing with the problems of 
indexing the literature of the medical sciences was led 
off by Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, of the Welch Medical Library. 
Dr. Larkey spoke on "Some Approaches to the Problem of In- 
dexing." He gave an extremely interesting summary of some 
of the data being amassed by the Research Project which he 
directs. Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, Chairman of the Surgeon 
General's Committee of Consultants on Medical Indexes, re- 
ported on the activities of that Committee. Dr. Morris 
Fishbein gave an account of recent developments in abstract- 
ing and indexing services in Europe. 
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The morning session was concluded with a report from 
the Director of the Army Medical Library, Lieutenant Colonel 
Frank B. Rogers. Colonel Rogers commented on the statisti- 
cal tables which had been distributed to the assembly, and 
noted that they revealed a general upward trend in every 
phase of the Library's activities. He paid tribute to the 
continuing, unrelenting hard work of the Library staff, as 
evidenced by its accomplishments in the year just past. 

Following a buffet luncheon at the Library, the meeting 
resumed at 2:30 p.m. at the Willard Hotel. Dr. Dorothy M. 
Schullian, of the Library's History of Medicine Division, 
read a paper entitled "Unfolded out of the Folds,” in which 
she revealed, through a search of the Library's administra- 
tive correspondence files over a period of years,the inter- 
esting connections of many important medical figures with 
the Army Medical Library. Mr. Robert B. Austin, of the Li- 
brary's Reference Division, spoke on plans for developing a 
check-list of medical Americana. He indicated that work 
already is far advanced, and that important contributions 
are being made to the project by the American Antiquarian 
Society, among others. 

Dr. Davison then introduced Dr. I. S. Ravdin, a dis- 
tinguished member of the Armed Forces Medical Policy Coun- 
cil. Dr. Ravdin described the thought and effort which had 
gone into the planning for the national medical library. He 
mentioned the report of the Cammittee on the A Medical 
Library of the National Research Council (Dr. George W. 
Corner, Chairman), and the development at the Department of 
Defense level after that report was received, and as it was 
acted upon. He indicated that the proposed new charter for 
the Library stated that "the Library shall be a joint agency 
of the three military departments, under the management con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Arny, eg to the policy 
direction and guidance of the Secre Defense." The 
administrative organization of the newly constituted library 
had been thoroughly explored and, while the final structure 
was not yet firm, it seemed probable that the organization 
would consist of a military Director, on a rotating basis 
from the three Armed Services, a permanent civilian Librar- 
ian, and an Advisory Group composed of both military and 
civilian members. Dr. Ravdin also said that the location of 
the new building for the Library would be on the grounds of 
the Naval Medical Center at Bethesda. He was confident that 
these provisions would meet with the approval of the Man- 
agement Committee of the Department of Defense and of the 
Bureau of the Budget. 

There was some discussion from the floor. The session 
concluded after the Association had adopted a resolution 
empowering its Executive Committee "to take such action as 
would be appropriate to aid in the future development and 
welfare of the Library, and as may be necessary to terminate 
the corporate existence of the Association when and if the 
Army Medical Library ceases to exist &s such." 





In the evening there was a banquet at which about sixty 
persons were in attendance. — the distinguished 
were Professor M. W. Woerdeman, of Amsterdam, Gene and 
Mrs. Paul H. Streit, and General and Mrs. Hays. Dr. Davison 
presided, Dr. Morris Fishbein acted as Toastmaster, ani 
Dr. C.E. Sunderlin, Deputy Director of the National Science 
Foundation, spoke on "The Future of Science Libraries." 


INDEX COMMITTEE MEETING 


The Surgeon General's Committee on Medical Indexes 
held its eleventh meeting at the Welch Medical Library, in 
Baltimore, 6n 25 October 1951. Reports were presented by 
Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Dr. Williamina Himwich, and Mr. Sey- 
mour Taine. Various machine operations utili punched 
cards were demonstrated. Tentative plans were for de- 
veloping a report on the Committee's activities, to be sub- 
mitted to the Surgeon General . 


ACQUISITION APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Reuben Peiss, formerly of the Department of State 
and présently a member of the faculty of the University of 
California School of Librarianship,has been appointed 
of the Acquisition Division, Armay Medical 
assume his new duties next sumer. 

During the interim, Mr. Leslie K. Falk will serve a 
Acting Chief of the Division. 
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